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Gender neutral restroom for USC
By Karlana June
Crow’s Nest Contributor
A gender neutral restroom will
soon be added to the University
Student Center for use by all students regardless of gender identity
or expression.
What started as a mere suggestion by Gay Straight Alliance
President Danielle Merewether
has become a reality. Last week,
Merewether met with Dwayne
Isaacs, assistant director of the
USC, to go over final details for
placing a gender neutral sign on a
pre-existing restroom.
The sign will go outside the
restroom currently labeled as
Americans with Disabilities Act
accessible. It will continue to
serve students in need of ADA

accessibility, as well as those seeking a restroom free of gender
identity.
Gender neutral restrooms, defined by the
University of California, are
usually single-stall facilities
that a person of any gender
can feel safe using.
“It is good to have a safe
environment (for transgender and gender neutral people on campus) to
do something as simple as
going to the bathroom,”
Merewether said.
Merewether was surprised by the positivity and
openness from campus faculty and staff after hearing the idea of gender neutral
restrooms.

“We are very excited about the
project because it sends a great
message to the USFSP community,

and it is yet another step towards
making the USC feel like home to

all students,” Isaacs said.
Deni Elliott, ethics specialists
and chair of the Journalism and
Media Studies Department, said,
“I am in favor (of gender neutral
bathrooms) because it shows sensitivity to transgender people.”
Students casually polled on
campus responded positively to
the idea.
A June 2013 study by the
University of California School of
Law titled “Gendered Restrooms
and Minority Stress: The Public
Regulation of Gender and its
Impact on Transgender People’s
Lives,” shows the negative impact
gender-specific restrooms have
on people who identify as transgender and gender-nonconforming individuals.
“All people share the real human

need for safe restroom facilities
when we go to work, go to school
and participate in public life,” concluded Jody L. Herman, author of
the study.
In the study, the percentage of
individuals affected adversely by
gender specific restrooms was high.
Fear of verbal harassment or physical assault often deter transgender
and gender-nonconforming people
from even using the sex-segregated
bathrooms, causing physical ailments like urinary tract infections,
dehydration and kidney infections.
In March 2013, a high school in
Portland, Ore., remodeled six existing bathrooms to be gender neutral
and for single-person use.

See UNISEX, p. 2

Student juggles his way through school
By Matt Thomas
Staff Reporter
Four-time Florida State Juggling
Champion. Competes on an international
level. Member of the World Juggling
Federation. Member of the International
Jugglers’ Association. Featured on local
and national television. Available for
events.
These are bullet points on the back of
juggler and USF St. Petersburg student
Dan Brown’s business card, along with a
QR code that links to his website.
Brown rose to prominence after years
of practice and patience, developing skills
like the “five-club back cross,” where he
juggles five clubs behind his back, and
the “scorpion kick,” where he kicks and
catches a club from his back over his head.
Brown’s passion for juggling developed
after watching a friend practicing seven
years ago. After practicing with three
balls for hours and hours, and teaching
himself with a “learn to juggle” book, he
became competent at the craft.
“It’s not gonna happen overnight,”
Brown admitted.
For beginners, he recommends practicing two hours a day for a year. Today,
Brown is able to juggle eight balls. His
dedication has led him to juggle as

entertainment at many venues and at
high level competitions like for the World
Juggling Federation in Las Vegas.
Brown described the competitive juggling environment as “stressful” because
of the strictness of competition. In 2012,
he came in third in a competition in South
Dakota that aired on ESPN 3.
On the entertainment side, Brown
juggles at local events like parties, weddings and festivals. He said he believes
these opportunities are a result of giving
his card out to so many people. They take
it, put it in their wallet, come across it a
couple months later and decide to give
him a call, he explained.
Brown also does a good deal of juggling outside events and competition,
splitting his time between classes, a parttime job and running a club. At USFSP
Brown is a senior in the honors college studying criminology. He works
part time at the personal injury law firm
Abrahamson & Uiterwyk in Tampa. He
is also the president of the USFSP College
Outreach Mission (COMission), a campus
faith group.
Brown said he hopes to use his criminology degree as a springboard for law
school after he graduates.

See JUGGLING, p. 5

Courtesy of Dan Brown

In addition to juggling competitively, Dan Brown enterains at local parties, weddings and other events.
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MBA students spend week in Kuwait
News Briefs
Student Government placed
1,000 page-per-day cap on the
free printer in Student Life
Center 1800. Once the paper
runs out, students must provide
their own paper or they will be
unable to use the room.
“I know some of you may not
view this as fair, but repeated
abuse of the paper proved to the
Free Printing Room has led to
this point,” Anna May, representing SG, wrote in a post on
the USFSP Know It All’s Guide
to Knowing It All on Facebook.
On Thursday, Jan. 30, two thousand sheets of paper were used,
leaving a paperless printing
room the next day.
Sustainable drinking fountains will be installed inside
the USC and by the basketball
courts in February. These fountains are courtesy of SG and will
be like the fountains installed by
the Student Green Energy Fund
around campus last fall.
3OH!3 will headline USFSP’s
spring
concert
Thursday,
March 20. The event will be held
at Jannus Landing and is free for
all USFSP students who reserve a
ticket. A limited number of tickets will be given to the Tampa
and Sarasota-Manatee campus
students, and some tickets may
be sold to the public. Harborside
Activities Board is looking for
opening bands, so if you have
any ideas, contact Andrea Inman
at andrea5@mail.usf.edu.
Wednesday, Feb. 5
If you’re the person that
secretly sings numbers from “Les
Miserables” while in your car or
in the shower, drop your fears
and join Broadway Bulls and
HAB for a showing of the movie
Free popcorn and desserts will
be provided. Doors open at 7:30
p.m. in the USC ballroom, and
the movie begins at 8 p.m. And
yes, singing along is encouraged.
Thursday, Feb. 6
Whether you consider yourself to be a musician, at variance with the mainstream or just
a Beatles fan, head to the USC
ballrooms at 8 p.m. for a showing of “Across the Universe.”
This movie features counterculture musicians during the 1960s
set to a backdrop of Beatles
music. HAB and the Live Music
Collective are partnering to put
on the Live Music Collective’s
first event. A Beatles photo
booth and a raffle for memorabilia of the band will round off
the evening.

On a trip to learn about Kuwait’s economy, five business students gained a new outlook on the country’s culture
By Tyler Killette
Staff Reporter
Last month, five USF St.
Petersburg MBA students traveled 7,250 miles to expand their
knowledge of banking, finance and
Islamic culture.
Matt Jackson, Liz Makofske,
Eric LaBarre, Jeneca Williams and
Bradley Gavornik, all local working professionals, spent a week in
Kuwait with Dr. Gary Patterson.
The group was hosted by the Kuwait
government, which funded the trip
entirely.
The opportunity arose while
Jackson was interning for World
Partnerships, a nonprofit that hosts
global leaders in the Tampa Bay
area. During his stint with the company, he met Kuwait officials who
helped arrange the outing.
The goal of the trip was to learn
about Islamic banking and how the
Kuwait economy, which is largely
sustained on oil, will begin to diversify over the next 50 years or so –
when the country’s oil is expected
to run out.
While the trip was educational
from a business standpoint, it was
also an opportunity for the students to immerse themselves in a
new culture.
Though initially weary about
Kuwait’s location – just 16 miles
from the Iran border – the group
said they felt completely safe in the
Middle Eastern country.
“It was just like going to New
York,” Makofske said. The group
agreed they felt safer walking the
streets of Kuwait at 11 p.m. than
they did at home.
The
similarities
between
American and Kuwaiti culture was
another surprise.
“They’re more similar to us
than they are different,” Jackson
explained.
From what they saw, Kuwaiti
women are even more obsessed
with shopping than Americans are.

Makofske and Williams, the only
female students on the trip, made
an extra effort to dress modestly
out of respect for Islamic culture.
Sometimes, though, their dress
seemed even more conservative
than that of Kuwait women.
The students did, however,
encounter at least one big cultural divergence – dating life. Most
Kuwaiti women live with their parents until they marry.
Another shocking difference is
the absence of poverty in Kuwait.
Everyone gets an education and
everyone gets a job. The unemployment rate in Kuwait is only about
2.5 percent. It’s 7.3 percent in the
United States.
Patterson explained Kuwait’s
wealth system begins at upper
middle class and goes up from
there. The only people who may be
considered poor are foreign workers who usually work service jobs.
There is also no tax in Kuwait
and interest cannot be charged
on money. Instead, Kuwait banks
charge fees, or “payments,” with
loans to make a profit.
Nearly all Kuwaiti homes
would be considered mansions in
the United States. The students
compared them to those in St.
Petersburg’s Coffee Pot Bayou –
except covered in marble. LaBarre
added that Kuwaitis “are obsessed
with smell,” with some homes
offering a new aroma in each room.
The group visited Kuwait
University, a public Arab university, and the American University
of Kuwait, which is modeled after
the American system of higher
education.
Though Kuwait University
wasn’t in session during their
visit, walking into the American
University of Kuwait was like
“walking into USF,” Williams said.
“It was completely different from
what you would expect.”
And they even served Americansized coffees there, Jackson added.

Kuwait
residents
attend
college for free.
The government
will
even
fund
education in
other countries, which
is why many
travel to the
United States
for college.
Despite the
hemispherical distance,
the
group
managed to
find
some
USF alumni
on their trip.
The students found
Kuwait’s
investment in
its youth and
small busiCourtesy of USFSP
ness
enterFrom
Left:
Jeneca
Williams,
Bradley
Gavornik,
Gary
prises remiPatterson,
Liz
Makofske,
Eric
LaBarre
and
Matt
Jackson.
niscent of St.
on CNN, someone they’d met just
Petersburg.
The Kuwait government uses days before.
One of the most valuable takea youth program to get a grasp of
the younger generation’s thinking aways from the trip was a newto help with policymaking for the found viewpoint on Middle Eastern
future, Makofske explained. It’s a countries, Gavornik said. He and
practice she’d like to see Americans his colleagues are eager to share
what they learned with their famipick up on.
“Any time we can get youth lies and peers.
While most student groups
more active in any country, it’s
going to be a good thing,” she said. hosted by the Kuwait government
Patterson and the students were come and leave as mere visitors, the
treated as VIPs in Kuwait, put up in USFSP group was able to establish
a fancy hotel, chauffeured through a more meaningful relationship
the city and treated to dinners with with their hosts. Patterson hopes
high-ranking officials. The group the relationship will continue to
chatted with the governor of the develop and is working on mainKuwait bank, the president’s eco- taining contact.
nomic adviser, the head of Kuwait’s
petroleum company and a former
prime minister, among others.
After returning home, they saw
news@crowsneststpete.com
a familiar face being interviewed

Unisex sign to be placed this semester
Continued from front page
The simple change was made after hearing concerns from LGBT students who
didn’t feel comfortable using the restrooms
at school. One senior, who was born female
but now identifies as male, said he would
avoid drinking fluids at school as to avoid
using the restroom, according to an article
from ABC News.
“The way we have bathrooms set up
now … reinforces the strict gender binary.
Unisex bathrooms say ‘this is a bathroom
people can use.’ Transgender students face
potential issues when it comes to the traditional binary bathroom setup. Unisex

bathrooms would make the university a
potentially more comfortable space for
transgender and gender non-conforming
students, faculty and staff,” said a graduate
student who wishes to remain anonymous.
The exact date of the change to the restroom in the USC has not been determined,
but new signage will be added before the
end of the spring 2014 semester.

news@crowsneststpete.com

For more information about the
USFSP Gay Straight Alliance visit their
OrgSync page. The organization meets
every Wednesday at 8 p.m in the Palm
Room of the USC. President Danielle
Merewether can also be reached via
email at merewether@mail.usf.edu.
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Former student, activist dies
By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter
A crowd of 100 clutched
candles in an evening vigil, as
friends and family mourned
the loss of Paula Witthaus,
54, and her roommate, James
Edward Rapp, 67.
Witthaus, a USF St.
Petersburg student and community activist, was found
“brutally” murdered in her
home at 2840 17th Ave. N. on
Tuesday, Jan. 28.
A week prior, on Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, Witthaus
worked with Mercy Keepers,
a local nonprofit organization,
to hand out food. She rallied
fellow graduates of a leadership minor program to assist
in grant writing and distributing food.

“She was amazing,” said
Danny McDonald, a 2013
graduate of mass communications. “The first thing she
always spoke about in class
was the community, and most
importantly, the nonprofits she
associated herself with.”
McDonald recalls Witthaus’
work with Community Action
Stops Abuse, another nonprofit, throughout her years
at USFSP. Her friends note her
aspiration to become a grant
writer to aid more organizations. Her recent years were
marked with community
activism, particularly in her
efforts to obtain a domestic
registry for same-sex partners
in St. Petersburg.
“We were both good
friends,” said William Nicks,
psychology graduate student.

He recalls making trips to the
grocery store with her. “We
loved to have deep conversations. She was incredibly
smart.”
According to the Tampa
Bay Times, prior to her enrollment at USFSP, Witthaus
struggled with drugs and
homelessness, but something
in her changed and she decided
to study English.
“She wrote a grant and got
the funding for the whole project on MLK Day,” McDonald
said, “While the actual nonprofit didn’t even know such
opportunities existed for
them.”
Courtesy of Danny McDonald
She was three credits away
from commencement prior to Paula Whitthuas, center, was known for her involvement with local nonprofit charities. Here
she poses with the last nonprofit she worked with, Mercy Keepers. Dozens of St. Petersburg
her death.
activists are looking for ways to honor Witthaus for her activism. She has been nominated for
news@crowsneststpete.com St. Petersburg’s iconic woman of the year in the catergory of community service, according
to WMNF Community Radio.

Student Success Center tutors ready to help
By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter
Dana Parkinson, a USF St.
Petersburg graduate, tutors full
time after obtaining a degree in
environmental science and policy.
But instead of tutoring in her major
area of study, she does it for her
minor: Spanish.
“I just always loved Spanish. I
loved taking the classes, learning
the language. I love all of the cultures,” Parkinson said.
Parkinson initially enrolled in
a few Spanish courses as requirements, but fell in the love with the
language. She cycled through the
notable professors, gained a repertoire with each and excelled in
courses that were completely produced in the language. When her
classmates struggled, she tutored
up to two at a time. Parkinson has
been tutoring for five years, one year
with the Student Success Center
while enrolled as an undergraduate.
“It’s a great opportunity,”
Parkinson said. “I already have a
strong relationship with all of the
employees.”
After earning her bachelor’s
degree last spring, Parkinson
is spending a year exploring St.
Petersburg and her love of tutoring. Aside from her tutoring at the
Student Success Center, she works

as a private tutor for $25 an hour. way that involves teaching skills of math and science courses, such as
She requires students to work with learning. According to Edwards, calculus, chemistry and statistics.
her at least two hours a week to tutors are trained to assist students Caitlin Greene, a marketing major,
within content areas by helping turned to the tutoring services for
allow them to absorb the material.
“I love that I’m working with them develop effective independent help in business calculus, financial
accounting, business statistics and
students who are working with the learning strategies.
“Tutoring isn’t just teaching, college algebra.
same professors that helped me
“I’ve seen a huge difference
with my skills and influenced me to it’s fostering independent learnbetween before
become a Spanish
and after visspeaker,” Parkinson
iting
them,”
said.
Greene said.
The renovated
“They would
Davis lounge has
help me with
become a center
any
quesof technology and
tions I had and
student
commitobserve how
ment to improve
I was worktheir understanding, then they
ing of coursework.
would
offer
Selecting tutors is
suggestions on
a critical process
how to be more
that involves seleceffective.”
tions based on facTwo adjunct
ulty recommendainstructors are
tions and critical
holding their
qualities.
office
hours
“Peer tutors are
in the Student
students who demAmanda Starling/The Crow’s Nest
Success Center,
onstrate a strong
competence in their The Student Success Center has become the center for tutoring and studying. which Edwards
feels “promotes
subject areas, desire
to help other students, and possess ing,” Parkinson said. “A large part the partnership between faculty
good communication skills as well of tutoring is making someone feel and the SSC and the united goal of
as patience and compassion,” said confident in their skills and feel helping students achieve academic
success.”
Cynthia Edwards, assistant direc- confident in the learning process.”
Growing connections between
tor of the Student Success Center.
Most students turn to the Student
Tutors work with students in a Success Center for assistance in programs and the center include

a foreign language placement test,
which will allow faculty to determine the level of understanding a
student has in the language prior
to course entry. Edwards hopes
to see a continued growth of the
center due to its central placement
on campus.
“The space is ideal for meetings
and small seminars,” Edwards said.
“Our central location on campus
has made students, administration, and faculty more aware of our
services.”

news@crowsneststpete.com

Succeed: The Student Success
Center is located in Davis
107. For more information
call 727-873-4632, email
academicsuccess@usfsp.
edu or simply stop by. No
appointment
necessary.
The center is open Monday
through Friday with varying
hours. Visit www1.usfsp.
edu/success for full hours of
operation.

Correction:
A story published about the change in gun carrying regulations throughout the USF System on Jan. 20, 2014, inaccurately reported a few details regarding gun possession on
campus.
The story said a permit is required to store a gun in a car
on campus and that guns should be stored in a locked container, however, state laws mandate the following:

A license is not required to possess a firearm in the State
of Florida, as long as the person in possession is over 18
years of age and “the firearm or other weapon is securely
encased or is otherwise not readily accessible for immediate
use,” according to Florida State Statute 790.25(5).
The weapon must be securely encased, meaning, “in a
glove compartment, whether or not locked; snapped in a

holster; in a gun case, whether or not locked; in a zippered
gun case; or in a closed box or container which requires a lid
or cover to be opened for access,” according to opencarry.
org.
USFSP University Police Services encourages students
to keep the container locked, though state statutes do not
require one to do so.

crowsneststpete.com
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Review: 3 Daughters Brewing
By Lazar Anderson
Staff Reporter

By Ryan Ballogg
Staff Reporter
This past weekend, J.K. Rowling
let slip the heartbreaking confession that Ron and Hermione
shouldn’t have wound up together
at the conclusion of the Harry
Potter series. Then, Punxsutawney
Phil saw his shadow on Groundhog
Day and predicted a longer winter.
But wait, it turns out that this
method of predicting the coming of
spring is bogus anyways -- Phil has
only been right 10 out of the last 25
times. Where does the world turn
in the face of all these dark tidings?
We’d like to provide some bright
spots from recent news so you don’t
jump ship quite yet.
• A man in northern California
is using a rake to make huge, pretty
murals on beaches. Now all you
need is a private aircraft to fly over
and look at them.

Brewing in the Warehouse Arts
District of St. Petersburg since last
December, 3 Daughters, 222 22nd
St. S., has opened its doors to beer
lovers and students around the
bay.
The 3 Daughters Brewery and
Tasting Room has a decided openness to it, a constant reminder this
place is all about the beer.
The tasting room is built out of
leftover materials from the building of the brewery. It leads into the
giant warehouse, where patrons
play shuffleboard next to porters aging in wooden barrels, and
brewers work steadily to make the
next batch, tours weaving around
them and admiring the 2-storytall fermentation tanks.
“We really wanted the room
to have the feel of the brewery
itself, for patrons to be able to
feel like they’re in the brewery no
matter where they are,” said Mike
Harting, owner of 3 Daughters
and downtown St. Petersburg restaurant Bella Brava. “Everything
is open, anything you want to
see you can see. You can walk out

there, drink a beer and watch us
keg the next 30 barrels.”
The tasting room can be a cozy
place for a few people to enjoy a
beer, though it was large enough
to fit 1,500 people for the grand
opening in December. They’ve
built a stage for music, giving
adults plenty to like, though also
maintain a miniature golf course
and even have plans to brew a
root beer to keep a family friendly
environment.
The whole thing started innocuously enough as an experiment
on a menu item.
“Two years ago, we were talking about what else we could do
to make our restaurant as fresh as
possible.” Harting said. “We had
a beer battered fish on the menu
and decided to brew our own beer
for it.”
Chef Ty Weaver, now head
brewer at 3 Daughters, came up
with a golden ale for the dish.
They liked the beer so much they
put it on tap. When the single tap
handle soared to 30 percent of
beer sales, they knew they were
on to something and kept experimenting with different brews.
“It was too much fun,” Harting

• The Pope wants to visit the
United States in 2015.
• A woman from Philadelphia
broke the world record for number
of chicken wings eaten, finally stopping after number 363. That’s 181.5
chickens! Unless, of course, the
wings were derived from those new
three-wingers. Science!
• Yetis are still alive and well
according to a Litchfield, Maine,
man who goes by the initials “M.P.”
Who wants to bet that stands for
Major Player?
• The Super Bowl is over.
• A man in Levittown, N.Y., is
going around filling potholes for
people on his own dime. Maybe
he can move to Florida and help us
with all these sinkholes.
• The Super Bowl is over.
• A very scared kitty cat was rescued out of a truck engine in South
Carolina on Saturday. He’s set to
have a press conference sometime
this week, and there may be a book
in the works … more details to
come.
• The Super Bowl is over.
There, we hope you feel better.
Have a good week!

Lazar Anderson/The Crow’s Nest

The 3 Daughters tasting room was designed with
leftover material from the brewery.

Guide to 3 Daughters:
What we tried

Everything! From IPAs to ESBs, summery
wheats to dark stouts, there is a beer on tap for
everyone.

What we recommend

The Beach Blonde Ale is appealing to just
about every pallet and is available at many bars
and restaurants. If you’re feeling more adventurous, try the Oatmeal Stout. It’s smoother than
a typical stout with an interesting hint of Irish
cream.

For the atmosphere

The tasting room is intimate, but the warehouse is huge and filled with activities. This
brewery suits a first date as easily as a night out
with old pals.

said.
Bella Brava expanded to
become its own brewery, and by
March 2013 construction began
on the 30 barrel craft brewery, its
products distributed to more than
80 locations in the Tampa Bay
area.
Already a well-established
member of the downtown St.
Petersburg community, Harting
quickly embraced his new home
in the Warehouse Arts District.
“It’s awesome. This place is
really fantastic,” Harting said.
Surrounded by artists’ studios,
he connected with artists who
built his sign, and commissioned
Mark Aeling (sculptor of the giant
metal lizard that greets entrants
to the Fifth Avenue on ramp of
I-275) to build a 12-foot-tall tap
handle, among other projects.
The brewery also has several connections with USF St.
Petersburg, which only begin
with the tap handle at the Tavern
at Bayboro. Students in the
entrepreneurship program have
worked with the brewery, making
it a semester long case study
for Professor William Jackson’s
Scalability in Entrepreneurial

Firms class. And while they’ve
brought the brewery to students,
the College of Arts and Sciences
went a step further by placing students in the brewery.
On the edge of the tap room
lies a glassed-in laboratory, run
by USFSP students. As interns,
they monitor beer quality and
are beginning to grow yeast.
Biology major Jessy Weber is one
of several students who enjoy the
unique opportunity of working at
the brewery.
“As a scientist, I never thought
I could do something like this
with my degree,” Weber said.
Like everything else in the
brewery, the lab is something
patrons can observe, beer in
hand, to get a full understanding
of where the beer comes from. The
environment makes it an experience Weber enjoys even more. “I
look forward to going there every
time,” she said.
To learn more about the brewery, check out 3dbrewing.com.

life@crowsneststpete.com
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Tight-knit group weaves new club
By Erin Murphy
Staff Reporter
The Needle Arts Club at USF St.
Petersburg is out to make a knitter
-- or a crocheter, or a sewer -- out
of you.
“We want to make it a social,
friendly community,” said Nora
Khatcherian, freshman and club
vice president. “Once people try,
they really get into it.”
The club began as a way for
those well versed in the ways of the
needle arts to teach the craft to the
student body. Khatcherian, who
was new on campus, found that
knitting and related crafts brought
people together. Noticing there
weren’t many art clubs on campus,
she sought to develop a community
that bonded over a mutual love of
the needle arts.
“My roommate started it,” she
said of the club’s origins. “She did
crochet, I did sewing. We wanted to
[create] a club where we could teach
it.”
The Needle Arts Club’s board
consists of students majoring in
biology, education and political science, among other fields.
“We’re totally across the board,
which I think is good,” Khatcherian
said. “You don’t have to be a specific
major to try. We are all pretty different, but we all come together

through this.”
The Needle Arts Club focuses,
for now, on teaching its members
the basic skills.
The first month of
meetings will focus
on learning how
to crochet; the
next month the
club will teach
the fundamentals
of knitting.
“Our
first
meeting
was
entirely crocheting,” Khatcherian
said. “It was fun.
Everyone was really
happy.”
Eventually,
the
club wants to
crochet granny
squares, a simple
blanket
pattern for blanket
making. Future
projects
might
also include teaching members to
sew and branching into selling the
club’s
creations
online.
The club may even make its own
page on Etsy, an online marketplace for vintage and handmade

goods. Products would range from
clothing to hacky sacks and desk
decorations.

“We do all kinds of stuff -- we
make scarves, hats … It’s really

versatile,” Khatcherian said. One
member even makes crochet
Pokéballs modeled after those in the
media franchise Pokémon.
Another long-term goal
for the Needle Arts Club
includes reaching out to
the larger St. Petersburg
community via charity.
“We want to do a service slant to it. We’d like
to make stuff and donate
it, and teach at children’s
hospitals and nursing
homes,” Khatcherian said.
For now, though,
one of the club’s biggest
aspirations is to garner a
following.
“We would like to be a
really big club, so we can
have more outreach in the
community,” Khatcherian
said, citing the success of
the USFSP Longboarding
Club. “We want to make
a difference on campus
because that’s the point
of clubs.”
Of the appeal of
needle arts, Khatcherian
said, “It’s kind of becoming cool again to do crocheting. Not to be anti-capitalism, but I think people appreciate
when something is handmade. It’s
becoming popular again for good

reason. [The board and I] all really
like handmade stuff. It’s pretty
special.”
The Needle Arts Club aims to
bring to USFSP the “appreciation
for handmade objects and the ability to try, because some people have
never tried and now they can,” said
Khatcherian. “I made this, and you
can too.”

arts@crowsneststpete.com

Get stitchin’:
The Needle Arts Club
currently meets at 6
p.m. on Wednesdays in
the University Student
Center Ocean Room, but
the group will be polling
members soon to see
if other meeting times
might work. Supplies are
provided.

Juggling is long-term passion for Brown
Continued from front page
He is considering working for the FBI or becoming
a military justice attorney
upon getting his law degree.
Either way, Brown said five
to 10 years from now he will
still be juggling, regardless of
his part or full-time position.
“I’m always going to be
juggling until I’m physically
unable to do it anymore,”
Brown said.
The only hobby Brown
has been pursuing longer
than juggling is drumming. He also enjoys water
sports, weight weightlifting

and staying fit in general -a requirement of a juggler at
his level.
While
many
people
believe juggling dangerous
objects, like torches, is harder
than juggling other objects
and requires a more skilled
juggler, Brown said this is
merely a misconception. He
often receives such requests
because people believe it’s
more of a challenge. Still, he
doesn’t mind doing it.
life@crowsneststpete.com

Try something new: Brown offers lessons to
those interested in learning how to juggle. He
can be reached through the contact page on
his website, worldclassjuggling.com. Those
looking to engage with other student jugglers
are encouraged to join the USFSP Juggling
Club.
Photos courtesy of Dan Brown
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Editorial

The ‘sweetest’ way to pay for school
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Fact: College is expensive.
Fact: Many college students
struggle financially.
Fact: There are many solutions for paying one’s way through
college.
Fact: One of these solutions is
being a sugar baby.
The website is called seekingarrangement.com. It allows
young, attractive women to find
rich, older men to “supplement”
their income in exchange for their
“time.” Technically, the arrangement is not assumed to be sexual.
Many sugar babies insist they’re
only arm candy and spend their
time with sugar daddies by going
on dates and accompanying them
to events. Either way, the relationship is expected to be “mutually
beneficial.”
In 2012, USF was reported
to have more sugar babies than any
other Florida university and seventh most in the nation. According
to a story by 10 News, 198 USF students were signed up for the website
that year. The Tampa Bay area was
said to have had the twelfth highest number of sugar daddy arrangements in the United States.
Right now, a 48-year-old
Tampa man, so charmingly calling

himself “Mr. Happy,” is looking for
a sugar baby. According to the website, he has an average income of
$175,000 - $200,000 and a net worth
of more than a million dollars.
Men like this are waiting for
you. They’ll pay for your cell phone
bill, your tuition, maybe even a
nose job. And all you have to do
is put on some stilettos and hit the
town for some free drinks. Sounds
like a sweet deal, huh?
But if young women truly feel
they will not be pressured into
favors that are more than just for
show, they’re kidding themselves.
A recent Huffington Post article, which discusses the in flux in
sugar daddy arrangement in the
UK, reports that many sugar babies
admit to feeling pressured into sex.
Though, legally it is prostitution, we
won’t pass judgement on the young
women willing to “work hard for
the money,” especially in the name
of education.
A sugar daddy arrangement is
weird and probably an uncomfortable topic for most. There are certainly more “moral” ways to pay
for school, but at the same time,
there are also less moral ways. At
least these young women aren’t
doing anything criminal. Though

engaging in a sugar daddy relationship seems like a gateway drug to
more dangerous activity, we’ll give
newbies the benefit of the doubt.
And again, especially in the name
of education.
Anyway, Seeking Arrangement
promises its sugar babies an
upstanding, “modern” gentleman
who totally just wants you to succeed in life and isn’t trying to get in
your pants.
It describes its sugar daddies as
“always respectful and generous.
You only live once, and you want
to date the best. Some call you a
mentor, sponsor or benefactor. But
no matter what your desires may
be, you are brutally honest about
who you are, what you expect and
what you offer.”
Sounds like a great guy. But just
one question. If you’re so great, why
are you paying thousands of dollars
for a date?
We took it upon ourselves to
re-write this description: “You’re
getting old. You cheated on your
wife through 25 years of marriage
and now both she and your three
20-something-year-old
children
hate your guts. Even the illegitimate child airs your calls. Nobody
loves you anymore. You’re scheezy,

Staring Contest
By Kati Lacker

Throwback
Feb. 4, 1938 – Disney released “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves”
for the first time. Based on the famous fairytale by the Brothers Grimm,
“Snow White” was the first animated feature film to be produced in English
and in Technicolor.
Since it’s release 76 years ago, it has been re-released and digitally
restored to fit with today’s technology. In 2008, it was named the No. 1 animated film of all time by the American Film Institute.

arrogant and perverted. But you do
have one attribute left: your money.
So join Seeking Arrangement
today!”
It’s gross, but at least these men
are doing something somewhat
charitable with their money.
So it’s not so much the people
who use this service that we have
our beef with, but the man who created it, Brandon Wade.
“Calling women ‘prostitutes’
who want something more out of a
relationship than just this abstract
notion of love is a comment and a
stigma that is born from pure jealousy,” Wade said in a 2012 GQ
interview.
“The truth is, in my opinion, love
is a concept that’s been invented by
poor people. These people aren’t
wealthy, they aren’t beautiful, they
aren’t the cream of the crop -- so
what do they have? They have
love. For everyone else there’s our
website.”
Hmm. We won’t waste any space
elaborating on how we feel about
that statement.

editor@crowsneststpete.com
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Disney does gay characters right
By including lesbian parents on the children’s show “Good Luck Charlie,” the Disney
Channel is the first to show a gay couple on a show made exclusively for kids
By Tyler
Killette
Staff Columnist
Last month, the
first ever gay couple
was featured on a
Disney
Channel
show.
Though
“Good Luck Charlie’s” two lesbian
characters received no more than
10 seconds of airtime, the feat was
significant -- not just for gay people
and supporters, but for the human
race.
The storyline was simple.
Charlie had a playdate with a girl
named Taylor. Charlie’s parents,
Amy and Bob, had met Taylor’s
mom on individual occasions, but
they each remembered her having
a different name. Was it Susan or
Cheryl?
Upon opening the door to their
guests, Amy and Bob realized they
had both been correct. Amy greets
the uber-trendy skinny blonde
couple (they may be gay, but they’re
still Disney) and Bob retorts, “Ohh,
Amy has two moms.”
Bingo, Bob.
Taylor runs over to Charlie,
Charlie couldn’t care less that her
friend has two moms and they all
live happily ever after. That’s that.
End scene.
The fact that this scene was

executed so swiftly only makes it
more impressive. Charlie’s parents
didn’t have to explain why Taylor
has two moms. Charlie thought
nothing unusual of it, and neither
did her parents. And whereas gay
characters are often
used for comic relief,
the “funny” in this
scene came out of
Amy and Bob’s confusion, not the lesbian couple itself.
Kids will watch
this
episode
of
“Good Luck Charlie”
and think it no different than any
other. They’ll laugh
when Bob is slow
to the punch (as he
apparently often is)
on the whole two
moms thing, and they’ll hit “Play
next episode” on Netflix when this
one ends. A lesbian couple will not
phase them. Taylor’s two moms
are no different than Charlie’s one
mom and one dad.
A child may have a thought like,
“Oh, Joe in my class has two moms,
too,” but they won’t think anything’s wrong with that. Not naturally, at least. Not unless someone
tells them being gay is unnatural.
Obviously, gay characters are
now commonplace in TV shows

and movies, but not on shows made
specifically for kids. Somehow,
we’ve allowed gayness to become
an “adult theme” and even the idea
of two men or two women being in
a romantic relationship with each

family-friendly
programming.
Disney has a choice whether to
produce a program with certain
fictional characters; the storyline
could be rewritten or changed.
Conservative families need to urge
Disney to exclude confusing topics that children are far too young
to comprehend.”
And now, let us take
a moment to weep for
the One Million children of these One
Million Moms, for they
are the ones being burdened with an agenda,
faced with confusing
topics. They are the
ones being exposed to
something unnatural.
So, let’s break this
statement down.
Skipping over the “morally correct” part, because no one’s got
time for that, we jump to the words
“pushing an agenda.” By incorporating gay characters, Disney is
doing nothing other than reassuring the thing it’s always told us: that
it’s OK to be ourselves. The statement from One Million Moms
advocates the opposite.
Next up, the term “familyfriendly.” OK, so we’ve got one
mom and another mom and they
have a daughter … what the heck do

I feel comforted knowing
my children will grow up
watching children’s shows
that accurately depict all
sorts of people they will
encounter in their lives.
other is something that warrants a
change in parental control settings.
Conservative (read: straight)
activism agency One Million
Moms is at the forefront of opposition to Disney’s decision.
Here’s its argument:
“Just because something may be
legal or because some are choosing a lifestyle doesn’t make it morally correct. Disney should stick
to entertaining instead of pushing
an agenda. Disney decided to be
politically correct versus providing

we call this familial seeming relationship? I mean, we couldn’t possibly consider that a family, could
we? Psshh, no way, José. (HOW IS
A SCENE ABOUT A FRIENDLY
FAMILY NOT CONSIDERED
“FAMILY-FRIENDLY”?)
Finally, we come to “confusing topics.” If anything, Disney has
taken gay parentage and presented
it to children in the least confusing way. I feel comforted knowing
my children will grow up watching children’s shows that accurately depict all sorts of people
they will encounter in their lives,
regardless of sexual orientation,
race, social class or whatever else.
Because somewhere within the
slew TV show characters they get
to know, they’ll be watching not
only versions of their peers, but of
themselves.
Bravo, Disney.

Tyler Killette is a senior majoring
in mass communications and editor-in-chief. She can be reached at
me@tylerkillette.com or on Twitter
@tylerkillette.

It’s funny because it’s awkward
By Matt
Thomas
Staff
Columnist
You’re taking
a class that you
like well enough,
the teacher is
friendly and you sit next to the
people you know. It’s all fun, but
there’s one student in the room who
tends to open their mouth more
than you would like and your mind
goes to a dark place and you start
wishing for bad things to happen
to this person. If you don’t know
who that person is in your class, it
is likely you. I like to think we’ve all
been that person at some point or
another. I’m pretty sure I was that
person last week.
Let’s move on to a more personal example. I was in a car with a
couple on a way to the beach. Now,
a beach in the Tampa Bay area is
never far off, but the guy wanted to
go this “awesome” beach, a beach

you had to pass other beaches to
get to. The problem is the girl was
driving her car and burning up
a lot of gas. “We’re almost there”
became a catchphrase during the
second hour of driving. Tensions
were building, frustrations were
vocalized more and more often,
but we finally made it, only to be
greeted with more traffic and lack
of parking with any and all open
spots unfairly priced. Frustration
built and exploded through yelling and then we decided to go
home. We ended up going back to
St. Petersburg to swim in the pool
at the girlfriend’s apartment complex. I know I keep saying “we,” but
in all honesty I think that was the
longest I had gone without talking
while awake. That whole time I just
sat in the back seat like a child and
watched mommy and daddy fight.
What do these two
moments have in common? They
were painfully uncomfortable to
sit through, at the time, but now

when I tell these stories, I’m usually
laughing. I realized during another
uncomfortable moment this week
that there’s no point in cringing. It’s
something I’m going to laugh about
later, so why should I be uncomfortable while it’s happening? I enjoy
cringe-worthy humor on television
and in movies -- I’d like to apply it
to real life.
Let’s move onto my best example. Dealing with a co-worker who
doesn’t like you and the awkwardness that comes with having to sit
next to them in stone silence for
several hours during your shift.
Me typing this very column while
sitting next to the person as they
glare at me for giggling is also awkward. It’s weird when you’re around
someone you don’t like so often. We
normally avoid these people, but
sometimes you don’t have a choice.
I decided to sit back and examine
this relationship from a distance,
and I found something funny
about it. I realized that this person

dislikes me so much that during the
less than four hours I have to spend
with them, they can’t even feign
decency. We get a lengthy sevenday period of not seeing each other,
and yet this person holds the same
vitriol as if we were around each
other 24/7. I’ve heard of not liking
people, but that’s just excessive.
There are two sides to every story,
but I honestly don’t know how it got
to that point in a couple of months.
Perhaps not everyone is going
to “get” the “joke.” Let’s look at
this from an outsider’s perspective.
Let’s observe an awkward interaction between two other people.
I hope everyone reading this has
observed the following situation:
A former couple, two friends that
are no longer on speaking terms or
two people that hooked up once,
and went on to regret it, go to the
same party. Everyone in the room
is painfully aware of the situation
between them. Observe how far
these two people go out of their

way to avoid each other. Count
the amount of times they make
eye contact and quickly look away.
Watch how another person at the
party inevitably gets frustrated and
decides to call both of them out for
being so stubborn in front of everyone, and they still don’t talk to each
other.
Don’t be uncomfortable and
enjoy the awkwardness. Also, if
you’re ever the person in that situation, lighten up, it’s funny.

Matt Thomas is a senior majoring in mass communications and
the entertainment critic. He can be
reached at matthew17@mail.usf.edu
or on Twitter @handsomestmatt

crowsneststpete.com

Feb. 3-9, 2014 | Volume 48 | Issue 19

Bulls keep it close in loss

Cards beat Bulls

Follow us on Twitter

The No. 13 Cincinnati Bearcats got all they could handle
on Sunday with the USF men’s basketball team. Chris
Perry scored 13 points to lead the Bulls in the 50-45 loss.
The Bearcats got 18 points from guard Chris Kilpatrick
who moved to 3rd on the Cincinnati all time scoring list.

The USF Lady Bulls could not stop
Louisville’s winning streak which stands at
15 games after the Cardinals beat the Bulls
79-59 on Sunday. Courtney Williams was
the leading scorer for USF with 17 points.

The Crow’s Nest sports page can be
fouund on twitter at twitter.com/
CNsportspage. We don’t tweet often,
but when we do we do it with a certain
level of class and sophistication.

Men’s Basketball

USFSP
baseball
ready to go

Weekly Schedule

Feb 5
USF at UCF, 7 (ESPNews)
Feb. 8
USF vs. Rutgers, 8 (ESPNews)

Last Week’s Results

By Mike Hopey
Staff Reporter

Jan. 28
USF 78, SMU 71
Feb. 2
Cincy 50, USF 45

Conference Standings
	conf.	overall

Cincinnati
Louisville
SMU
Memphis
UConn
Houston
Rutgers
USF
UCF
Temple

W-L	w-l
10-0
21-2
7-2
18-4
6-3
17-5
6-3
16-5
5-3
17-4
3-6 11-11
3-6
9-13
2-7 11-11
1-7
9-10
1-7
6-14

Women’s Basketball
Weekly Schedule
Feb. 5
USF at Memphis, 8
Feb. 8
USF vs. UCF, 2

Last Week’s Results
Jan. 29
USF 71, Houston 53
Feb. 2
Louisville 79, USF 59

Conference Standings
	conf.	overall

UConn
Louisville
Rutgers
USF
SMU
Memphis
Temple
Cincinnati
UCF
Houston

Hockey

W-L	w-l
10-0
23-0
10-0
22-1
7-3
16-5
6-4 11-10
5-5
14-7
4-6 11-11
4-6 10-11
2-8
9-12
2-8
9-12
0-10
4-17

Lightning Schedule
Feb. 4
Lightning at Minnesota, 8
Feb. 6
Lightning vs. Toronto, 7:30

Photo by UCinternatinal

Raymond James Stadium, home of the Tampa Bay Buccanneers and USF Bulls football, would be the most likely place
for an outdoor NHL game. With a capacity 65,890 it would be the only facility in the area that could hold the size crowd
the NHL would expect for the event. Built in 1998, it has hosted the Super Bowl twice in 2001 and 2009.

Why not here?

The National Hockey League has shown a game can
work in SoCal. How Would a game in Tampa work?
By Mike Hopey
Staff Reporter
On Jan. 24, the National Hockey
League did something bold, the
league held a regular season game
outdoors in a locale known more
for sunshine and surfing rather
than ice and snow.
The Anaheim Ducks beat the
Los Angeles Kings 3-0 in the game
played at Dodger Stadium in Los
Angeles. More important than the
two points earned in the standings
for the Ducks is the new possibility
that the NHL can hold an outdoor
game anywhere.
The success of the Dodge
Stadium game means that cities
like Miami, Nashville, Dallas and
Tampa become viable locations for
an outdoor hockey game. All those
cities have a shining example to
follow.
The desire to host an outdoor
hockey is an intrinsic one. An outdoor game provides a boost to
exposure for a team. The host team
also sees an increase in revenue
from the merchandise, concessions
and auxiliary events held prior to
the game.
However, the ability to host a
game is another, more important,
factor in determining which NHL
teams host an outdoor game.
According to Tom Miracle, ice
operations manager for the Tampa
Bay Lightning, says the biggest
obstacle for hosting an outdoor
hockey game in Tampa would be

the weather.
Miracle who has worked for the
Lightning since they opened the
Tampa Bay Times Forum says if
the weather was as cold as it was in
mid-January a game held outdoors
at Raymond James Stadium would
work according to Miracle. The
colder temperatures would make
ice maintenance more manageable.
But don’t mistake more manageable for easy. Even indoors in
Tampa keeping ice to the high standards set by the league is a challenge says Miracle. From the morning skate through the end of the
game, Miracle and his assistants
are constantly monitoring the ice
temperature.
During breaks in the action,
Miracle’s assistant Patrick Jesso
uses an infrared thermometer on
the ice to make sure that it stays in
the ideal temperature range. The
ideal temperature for a one-inch
thick of NHL ice is between 24-26
degrees Fahrenheit.
Higher temperatures outside the
arena and the number of the people
inside can cause the humidity and
temperature in the arena to fluctuate. Miracle says he makes adjustments to the ice temperature after
every period.
Miracle has made ice into June
in Tampa and would welcome the
challenge of maintaining the ice
at an outdoor game. Last June he
brought the idea up to NHL officials and they laughed at him. He
hopes that success in Los Angeles

means the league will give Tampa
another look.
However, unseasonable cold
temperatures cannot be counted on
in Florida. The last time significant
snowfall accumulated in Tampa
was in 1977 when 0.2 inches of
snow caused the city to shut down.
The history of outdoor NHL
games in warm climates is as long
as the history of the NHL playing outdoors games. The first outdoor game in NHL history was held
in Las Vegas, Nev. In September
1993, when afternoon temperatures
can rise higher than 100 degrees
Fahrenheit.
Prior the game between the
Los Angeles Kings and New York
Rangers the ice was a slushy mess.
But using 1993 technology they
save the ice and the preseason game
was played incident free. After the
game, NHL legend Wayne Gretzky
said the ice was fine.
Over 20 years later, the NHL
has pulled off a game in Southern
California and there seems to be
no limit but their imagination. So
when the NHL comes calling for
help on an outdoor game in Tampa,
Fla. Tom Miracle will be happy to
help.

sports@crowsneststpete.com

Six months ago the only sports
team at USF St. Petersburg was the
sailing team. There was no insurance or procedures for a creating a
baseball team. Jeremy Berger didn’t
let that stop him. Now the USFSP
Bulls baseball team is about to play
its first game.
On Feb. 8, the Bulls will make
their way to Miami to take on the
Miami Hurricanes club baseball
team for a pair of games to begin a
new era of athletics at USFSP.
It will be the culmination of six
months of hard work for Berger.
He said not a day goes by that he
doesn’t have to talk with someone
or deal with a new problem. It has
been a lot of hard work -- hard work
he said he couldn’t have done without the support of his friends and
family.
Making Berger’s job doubly hard
is the fact that he will serve as the
Bulls player/coach in addition to
the club president.
While some teams hire a coach,
the Bulls and Berger are going to try
it this way, with a player/coach, and
see how they do. The 19-year-old
from Chicago is up to the challenge.
Berger says he has really found
himself as a leader on this team.
He ends every practice by leading his teammates in saying their
motto for 2014, “Beast Mode.” The
phrase was made popular by Seattle
Seahawks running back Marshawn
Lynch.
The team is ready, he said. Berger
feels strongly that great pitching,
being a pitcher himself, and good
defense will anchor the team. He
also said the team has some big
players who will want to drive the
ball as far as possible.
A successful season to Berger is
15 wins. There will need to be more
than a few upsets, he said, but the
team is ready for them.
The Bulls will open their home
season with a game at Al Lang
Field, on Feb. 15, against the newly
formed USF Tampa club baseball
team. Admission will be free and
a pizza truck will be outside the
game. New St. Petersburg mayor
Rick Kriseman will be on hand to
throw out the first pitch.

sports@crowsneststpete.com

